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the said five years, and one hundred milreis, which, after this,
he contracted to give us for each of the said years for the mala-
gueta, which we command none may buy in the said contracts,
except the said Fernam Gomez, according to our letter, which
he has1. It is also a condition with reference to the eight licences,
which he still has, to send ships out and back in this said year,
after the said five years are finished, which we granted to certain
persons, so that they might send ships out before we concluded
the said contract with him, and so that they might trade during
the time of his lease, and with reference to other licences, which
we gave to other persons so that they might send ships out at the
end of the said five years, which he, the said Fernam Gomez,
held, that he may send these ships out at such a time that they
will return to these our kingdoms (wherever he sends them to
trade) within this last year which we now grant him; and if they
do not return within the said year, that the said licences shall be
null and void, and he may never use them or seek profit from
them2. It is also a condition that during the said year we do not
give, or command to be given, licence to any person to have a
right of trade there, because we cede him entirely and without
restriction the said contract during the said sixth year, in the
form and manner that the said Fernam Gomez enjoys it during
the said five years and with the aforesaid conditions. And for
our remembrance and the security of all this, we command him
to be given this letter, by which we command all our officers, to
whom it may be shown, or to whom charge thereof may belong,
to keep and observe it, and to cause it to be entirely kept and
observed, according to its contents, because this is our pleasure.
Given in Lixboa, on the first day of June, Joham Carreiro made
this, in the year of Our Lord Jesus Christo 1473.

1 Trade in malagueta pepper had been forbidden in 1470 (Alguns docu-

2 The meaning and significance of these eight and 'other* licences is not
clear. It would appear that, before Gomes concluded his contract with
Aifonso V in 1469, various other merchants had received licences to trade in
Guinea, Gomes subsequently bought them out.